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mention of the new edition of the writer's book,
published late in 1824 and omitting entirely the
passage complained of.

Captain Medwin to Edward Bulwer.

[1825]

" I am sorrjr I was not in England at the time your note
was written, as I think I should have felt inclined to have com-
plied with jrour appeal so feelingly urged. I am sure, however,
that in juStice to Lord Byron's memory I should not have felt
authorised in omitting the mention of Glenarvon. On the
continent at leaSt Lord Byron's character has suffered more
from that publication than from any other cause, as it is to
the circumstance of his having been made the hero of that novel
more than to any intrinsic merit in the work that it has owed so
much of its popularity in France and Germany, where it has
been looked upon as the real history of his life. Goethe, almoSt
copying the words of the authoress, says in an essay on The
Genius and Charafter of Lord Byron: * when a young, bold
and highly attractive personage, he gained the favour of a
Florentine lady. The husband discovered this and murdered
his wife. But the murderer was found dead in the Street on
the same night under circumstances that did not admit of
attaching suspicion to anyone. Lord Byron fled from Florence
and seems to drag spedtres after him for ever.'*

" It was one day after reading this passage that Lord Byron
entered into the subjeft of Glenarvon and of the lady who shall
be nameless. The particulars of the liaison with her were
never a secret and what occurred at Lady Melbourne's was in
the mouth of all the London world. I cannot think, there-
fore, considering the notoriety of this circumstance, that her
Ladyship has suffered much in the public estimation lately by
what has appeared.

" Whether some of the misery jnflidted was unmerited I will
leave it to your candour (and putting aside private friendship) to
decide, when you have read the following two anecdotes which
I pledge myself as having come from Lord Byron.

" A lady whose name I am not allowed to mention told Lord
Byron that when Glenaruon was in the press she received a

1 Cf. Glenarvon, 1st edition, vol. II., pp. 83-5 ; 2nd edition, vol. II.,
pp. 81-2.